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Jillian M. Bellovary, Ph.D

Office Address

Department of Physics
Queensborough Community College
222-05 56th Avenue
Bayside, NY 11364

Contact Information

Phone: (718) 631-6249
E-mail: jbellovary@amnh.org

Web: www.jillianbellovary.com
Citizenship: USA

Current

Appointments

Assistant Professor, Queensborough Community College August 2016 - present

Research Associate, American Museum of Natural History August 2016 - present

Physics Faculty, CUNY Graduate Center July 2019 - present

Acting Director, CUNY Masters in Astrophysics Program
November 2021 - present

Previous

Positions

Helen Postdoctoral Fellow, American Museum of Natural History
June 2015 - August 2016

Supervisor: Mordecai-Mark Mac Low
Duties: Research involving black hole growth/evolution, oversight of AMNH BridgeUp: STEM
educational program for underrepresented high school girls

Postdoctoral Fellow, Fisk-Vanderbilt Bridge Program, Vanderbilt University
September 2012 - June 2015

Supervisor: Kelly Holley-Bockelmann
Duties: Research involving black hole growth/evolution in cosmological simulations, mentor to
several Bridge students, Bridge steering committee

University of Michigan October 2010 - August 2012
Postdoctoral Scholar
Supervisor: Marta Volonteri
Duties: Examine black hole seed formation and growth in cosmological simulations

Education University of Washington Fall 2010
Ph.D. in Astronomy
Thesis Title: “The Formation and Evolution of Massive Black Holes in Cosmological Simulations”
Thesis Advisors: Fabio Governato & Tom Quinn

University of Wisconsin-Madison May 2001
B.S. in Astrophysics, Physics and Philosophy (triple major)

Honors CUNY Feliks Gross Award (2020)
CUNY Junior Faculty Research Award (JFRASE), 2020
NSF Graduate Research Fellow, 2007-2010
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Service &

Outreach

NASA Physics of the Cosmos Executive Committee Dec 2019 - Dec 2021
X-ray and Gravitational Wave SIGs

NASA LISA Study Team Fall 2017 - present

Chandra Time Allocation Committee

NSF AAFP Selection Committee

AAS Committee for the Status of Minorities in Astronomy Oct 2015 - Aug 2018

Local Organizing Committee 2015
Inclusive Astronomy, Vanderbilt University, Nashville, TN

SACNAS abstract reviewer 2013 - 2015, 2019
Give feedback and rank undergraduate and graduate student abstract submissions for the SAC-
NAS annual conference.

Fisk-Vanderbilt Masters-to-PhD Bridge Program 2012 – 2015
Mentor and member of the steering committee for program to increase the representation of
minority Ph.Ds in STEM fields

Pre-Major in Astronomy Program (Pre-MAP) 2005 – 2010
Active staff member and mentor for a program to increase diversity in astronomy.

UW Planetarium 2004 – 2010
Presenter for public planetarium shows ∼5 times per year.

Graduate and Professional Student Senate 2009 – 2010
Senator representing the graduate students of the astronomy department.

Graduate Student Advisor 2005 – 2007
Advisor for McNair Scholars and other underrepresented students at the U. Washington Office
of Minority Affairs and Diversity.

Professional

Training

Writing Intensive course training 2017
Received training for the development and implementation of Writing Intensive courses at QCC.

Methods of Scientific Research Instructor Training Summer 2016
Learned techniques for instructing inquiry-based hands-on experiments

ISEE Professional Development Program 2016
Developed and taught a data analysis and coding bootcamp for Columbia Bridge students using
inquiry-based methods.

CIRTL Online Course: “An Introduction to Evidence-Based Undergraduate STEM
Teaching” Completion Certificate: 2015

Students

Mentored:

Undergraduate Students:

Michael Motte (U. Washington, McNair Scholar, English Major)
Marrissa Harrison (U. Washington, Anthropology Major)
Danielle Green (U. Washington, Biology Major)
Cameron Trujillo (Humboldt State University, Physics/Math Major)
Colleen Cleary (Hunter College, Physics Major)
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Jonathan Mercedes Feliz (Lehman College, Physics/Math Major)
Cristian Zambrano (QCC, Computer Science Major)
Rayhan Shakib (QCC, Computer Science Major)
Adnan Siraji (QCC, Engineering Major)
Michelle Luzuriaga (QCC, Physics Major)
Sarra Hayoune (Hudson County Community College, Physics Major)
Donovan Vincent (Westchester Community College, Engineering Major)
Katheryn Chafla (Norwalk Community College, Engineering Major)
Diana Gonzalez-Argueta (Hudson County Community College, Physics Major)
Joshua Olatunji (QCC, Engineering Major)
Jahmel Saltus (QCC, Physics Major)
Victoria De Cun (Florida International University, Physics Major)
Marcus Dormena (City College of New York, Physics Major)
Giselle Guaman (Hudson County Community College, Comp. Sci Major)
John Meftah (QCC, Physics Major)
Tony Luo (QCC, Physics Major)
Matthew Fennell (QCC, Physics Major)
Dennis Li (QCC, Physics Major)

Graduate Students:

Sandor Van Wassenhove (U. Michigan, PhD Astronomy)
Bryan Demapan (Fisk U., M.A. Physics)
Jodie Hawk (Fisk U.)
Nicole Sanchez (Fisk U., now at U. Washington PhD program)
Glenna Dunn (Vanderbilt University, PhD Astrophysics)
Daven Cocroft (University of Toronto)

Invited

Talks

since 2018

Astronomy Colloquium, Columbia University April 2022

Astronomy Colloquium, Flatiron CCA March 2022

Colloquium, Dartmouth College October 2021

Colloquium, New Mexico State University September 2021

Colloquium, Washington State University September 2020

Colloquium, New York University - Abu Dhabi September 2019

Colloquium, George Mason University May 2019

Accretion Signatures of the Earliest Black Holes in the Universe, Princeton
University April 2019

Seminar, Institute for Theory and Computation, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for
Astrophysics February 2019

Colloquium, University of Florida November 2018

Gravitational Wave workshop, Colegio de Fisica Fundamental y Interdisciplinaria
de las Americas October 2018

Colloquium, NASA Goddard May 2018

Colloquium, Laguardia Community College April 2018

Presidential Lecture, Queensborough Community College April 2018

YCAA Seminar, Yale University April 2018
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Seminar, Empire State College March 2018

Colloquium, Brooklyn College March 2018

Westport Astronomical Society, Westport, CT January 2018

LISA Special Session, AAS 231st Meeting January 2018

Professional

Member-

ships

American Astronomical Society

Society for the Advancement of Chicanos and Native Americans
in Science (SACNAS)

National Society of Black Physicists (NSBP)

Proposals &

Grants

Simons Foundation Presidential Discretionary Grant: CUNY Masters in Astro-
physics Bridge Program (PI)
$4,100,000
January 2022

Smithsonian Astrophysical Observatory: Verifying a New Method to Discover
AGN in Dwarf Galaxies (PI)
$34,000
January 2022

NSF AAG WoU-MMA: Tuning in to the Echoes of Black Hole Seeds (PI)
$278,000
September 2021

CUNY Junior Faculty Research Award in Science & Engineering (JFRASE) – How
To Build A Supermassive Black Hole
$50,000
March 2020

NSF AAG Collaborative Research: Of Mice and Monsters – Investigating the
Growth of Black Holes in Dwarf Galaxies (Co-PI)
$49,000
September 2018

PSC-CUNY: Gravitational Wave Signatures of Massive Black Holes in Dwarf
Galaxies
$3500
May 2018

XSEDE: Forming direct collapse black holes with realistic Lyman-Werner radi-
ation fields in cosmological hydrodynamic simulations (PI)
698,436 hours ($24,220 equivalent)
December 2015

PSC-CUNY: Predicting Gravitational Wave Signals by Merging Black Holes in
Migration Traps
$3500
May 2017

CUNY- CCRG: Characterizing Massive Black Holes in Simulations of Dwarf Galax-
ies
$9500
August 2017
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First

Author

Refereed

Publications

The Origins of Off-Centre Massive Black Holes in Dwarf Galaxies
Bellovary, J. M., Hayoune, S., Chafla, K., Vincent, D., Brooks, A., Christensen, C., Munshi,
F., Tremmel, M., Quinn, T., Van Nest, J., Sligh, S., Luzuriaga, M., 2021, MNRAS, 505, 5129

Multimessenger Signatures of Massive Black Holes in Dwarf Galaxies
Bellovary, J. M., Cleary, C., Munshi, F., Tremmel, M., Christensen, C., Brooks, A., Quinn,
T., 2019, MNRAS, 482, 2913

Migration Traps in Disks Around Supermassive Black Holes
Bellovary, J. M., Mac Low, M.-M., McKernan, B., Ford, K. E. S., 2016, ApJL, 819, L17

Effects of Inclination on Measuring Velocity Dispersion and Implications for
Black Holes
Bellovary, J. M., Holley-Bockelmann, K., Gültekin, K., Christensen, C., Governato, F., Brooks,
A., Loebman, S., Mushi, F., 2014, MNRAS, 445, 2667

The Relative Role of Galaxy Mergers and Cosmic Flows in Feeding Black Holes
Bellovary, J. M., Brooks, A., Volonteri, M., Governato, F., Quinn, T., Wadsley, J., 2013, ApJ,
779, 136

The First Massive Black Hole Seeds and Their Hosts
Bellovary, J. M., Volonteri, M., Governato, F., Shen, S., Quinn, T., & Wadsley, J., 2011, ApJ,
742, 13

Wandering Black Holes in Galaxy Halos
Bellovary, J. M., Governato, F., Quinn, T.R., Wadsley, J., Shen, S., & Volonteri, M., 2010,
ApJL, 721, 148

The Role of the Radial Orbit Instability in Dark Matter Halo Formation and
Structure
Bellovary, J. M., Dalcanton, J.J., Babul, A., Quinn, T.R., Maas, R.W., Austin, C.G., Williams,
L.L.R., Barnes, E.I., 2008, ApJ, 685, 739

Spectropolarimetric Clues to the Structure and Evolutionary Status of MWC
349A
Meyer, J. M., Nordsieck, K.H., Hoffman, J.L., 2002, AJ, 123, 1639

Other

Refereed

Publications

RESOLVE and ECO: Finding Low-Metallicity z ∼ 0 Dwarf AGN Candidates Using
Optimized Emission-Line Diagnostics
Polimera, M., Kannappan, S., Richardson, C., Bittner, A., Ferguson, C., Moffett, A., Eckert, K.,
Bellovary, J., Norris, M., and The RESOLVE TEAM; 2022, submitted to AAS Journals

Optical and JWST Mid-IR Emission Line Diagnostics for Simultaneous IMBH and
Stellar Excitation in z 0 Dwarf Galaxies
Richardson, C.T., Simpson, C., Polimera, M., Kannappan, S., Bellovary, J., Greene, C., Jenk-
ins, J.; 2022, accepted to ApJ

Merging Black Holes in Dwarf Galaxies: Calculating Black Hole Coalescence
Binary Timescales from Simulations for LISA Detection
De Cun, V. I.; Bellovary, J., Katz, M.; 2021, submitted to MNRAS

Aligning Nuclear Cluster Orbits with an Active Galactic Nucleus Accretion
Disk
Fabj, G., Nasim, S., Caban, F., Ford, K.E.S., McKernan, B., Bellovary, J.; 2020, MNRAS, 499,
2608
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Orbital Migration of Interacting Stellar Mass Black Holes in Disks around Su-
permassive Black Holes II. Spins and Incoming Objects
Secunda, A., Bellovary, J., Mac Low, M., Ford, K.E.S., McKernan, B., Leight, N., Lyra, W.,
Sandor, Z., Adorno, J.; 2020, ApJ, 903, 133

Black Hole Growth and Feedback in Isolated Romulus25 Dwarf Galaxies
Sharma, R., Brooks, A., Somerville, R., Tremmel, M., Bellovary, J., Wright, A., Quinn, T.,
2020, ApJ, 897, 103

The Role of Gravitational Recoil in the Assembly of Massive Black Hole Seeds
Dunn, G., Holley-Bockelmann, K., Bellovary, J.; 2020, ApJ, 896, 72

The Evolution of Kicked Stellar-Mass Black Holes in Star Cluster Environ-
ments II: Rotating Star Clusters
Webb, J., Leigh, N., Serrano, R., Bellovary, J., Ford, K.E.S., McKernan, B., Spera, M., Trani,
A., 2019, MNRAS, 488, 3055

Orbital Migration of Interacting Stellar Mass Black Holes in Disks around Su-
permassive Black Holes
Secunda, A., Bellovary, J., Mac Low, M., Ford, K.E.S., McKernan, B., Leigh, N., Lyra, W.,
2019, ApJ, 878, 85

Constraining Stellar Mass Black Hole Mergers in AGN Disks Detectable with
LIGO
McKernan, B., Ford, K.E.S., Bellovary, J., Leigh, N., Haiman, Z., Bocsis, B., Lyra, W.,
MacLow, M., Metzger, B., O’Dowd, M., Endlich, S., Rosen, D., 2018, ApJ, 866, 66

Sowing black hole seeds: Direct collapse black hole formation with realistic
Lyman-Werner radiation in cosmological simulations
Dunn, G., Bellovary, J., Holley-Bockelmann, K., Christensen, C., Quinn, T., 2018, ApJ, 861,39

Cosmological Hydrodynamic Simulations of Preferential Accretion in the SMBH
of Milky Way Size Galaxies
Sanchez, N., Bellovary, J., Holley-Bockelmann, K., Tremmel, M., Brooks, A., Governato, F.,
Quinn, T., Volonteri, M., Wadsley, J., 2018, ApJ, 860, 20

On the rate of black hole binary mergers in galactic nuclei due to dynamical
hardening
Leigh, N., Geller, A., McKernan, B., Ford, K. E. S., Mac Low, M. -M., Bellovary, J., Haiman,
Z., Lyra, W., Samsing, J., O’Dowd, M., Kocsis, B., Endlich, S., 2018, MNRAS, 474, 5672

The evolution of kicked stellar-mass black holes in star cluster environments
Webb, J., Leigh, N., Singh, A., Ford, K. E. S., McKernan, B., Bellovary, J., 2018, MNRAS,
474, 3835

The Contribution of Outer H I Disks to the Merging Binary Black Hole Popu-
lation
Chakrabarti, S., Chang, P., O’Shaughnessy, R., Brooks, A., Shen, S., Bellovary, J., Gladysz,
W., Belczynski, C., 2017, ApJ, 840, 4

The Romulus cosmological simulations; a physical approach to the formation,
dynamics and accretion models of SMBHs
Tremmel, M., Karcher, M., Governato, F., Volonteri, M., Quinn, T., Pontzen, A., Anderson, L.,
Bellovary, J.; 2017, MNRAS, 470, 1121
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The birth of a supermassive black hole binary
Pfister, H., Lupi, A., Capelo, P., Volonteri, M., Bellovary, J.., Dotti, M.; 2017, MNRAS, 471,
3646

A survey of dual active galactic nuclei in simulations of galaxy mergers: fre-
quency and properties
Capelo, P., Dotti, M., Volonteri, M., Mayer, L., Bellovary, J., Shen, S.; 2017, MNRAS, 469,
4437

The Pairing of Accreting Massive Black Holes in Multiphase Circular Disks: The
Interplay Between Radiative Cooling, Star Formation, and Feedback Processes
Souza Lima, R., Mayer, L., Capelo, P., Bellovary, J., 2017, ApJ, 838, 13

Bar-driven evolution and quenching of spiral galaxies in cosmological simula-
tions
Spinoso, D., Bonoli, S., Dotti, M., Mayer, L., Madau, P., Bellovary, J., 2017, MNRAS, 465,
3729

Supermassive black hole pairs in clumpy galaxies at high redshift: delayed binary
formation and concurrent mass growth
Tamburello, V.; Capelo, P.; Mayer, L.; Bellovary, J.; Wadsley, J.; 2017; MNRAS, 464, 2952

The effects of host galaxy properties on merging compact binaries detectable
by LIGO
O’Shaughnessy, R., Bellovary, J., Brooks, A., Shen, S., Governato, F., Christensen, C., 2017,
MNRAS, 464, 2831

Black Hole Starvation and Bulge Evolution in a Milky Way-like Galaxy
Bonoli, S.; Mayer, L.; Kazantzidis, S.; Madau, P.; Bellovary, J.; Governato, F.; 2016, MNRAS,
459, 2603

A comparison of black hole growth in galaxy mergers with Gasoline and Ramses
Gabor, J.; Capelo, P.; Volonteri, M.; Bournaud, F.; Bellovary, J.; Governato, F.; Quinn, T.;
2016, A&A, 819, 17

Black hole accretion versus star formation rate: theory confronts observations
Volonteri, M.; Capelo, P.; Netzer, H.; Bellovary, J.; Dotti, M.; Governato, F.; 2015, MNRAS,
452, 6

Growing black holes and galaxies: black hole accretion versus star formation
rate
Volonteri, M.; Capelo, P.; Netzer, H.; Bellovary, J.; Dotti, M.; Governato, F.; 2015, MNRAS,
449, 1470

Massive Black Hole Science with eLISA
Barausse, E.; Bellovary, J.;, Berti, E.; Holley-Bockelmann, K.; Farris, B.; Sathyaprakash, B.;
Sesana, A.; JPhCS, 610, 012001

Growth and activity of black holes in galaxy mergers with varying mass ratios
Capelo, P.; Volonteri, M.; Dotti, M.; Bellovary, J.; Mayer, L.; & Governato, F.; 2015, MNRAS,
447, 2123

Nuclear Coups: Dynamics of Black Holes in Galaxy Mergers
Van Wassenhove, S.; Capelo, P.; Volonteri, M.; Dotti, M.; Bellovary, J.; Mayer, L.; & Gover-
nato, F.; 2013, MNRAS, 439, 474
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Black Holes in the Early Universe
Volonteri, M., & Bellovary, J., 2012, Reports on Progress in Physics, 75, 124901

Milky Way Tomography IV: Dissecting Dust
Berry, M., Ivezić, Ž., Sesar, B., Jurić, M., Schlafly, E., Bellovary, J., et al.; 2012, ApJ, 757, 166

Observability of Dual AGN in Merging Galaxies
Van Wassenhove, S.; Volonteri, M., Mayer, L., Dotti, M., Bellovary, J., & Callegari, S.; 2012,
ApJL, 748, 7

SMBH Formation Via Gas Accretion in Nuclear Stellar Clusters
Davies, M. B.; Miller, M. C.; & Bellovary, J.M.; 2011, ApJL, 740, 42

Growing Massive Black Hole Pairs in Minor Mergers of Disk Galaxies
Callegari, S.; Kazantzidis, S.; Mayer, L.; Colpi, M.; Bellovary, J. M.; Quinn, T.; Wadsley, J.,
2011, ApJ, 729, 85

Star Formation and Feedback in SPH Simulations II: Resolution Effects
Christensen, C., Quinn, T., Stinson, G., Bellovary, J., Wadsley, J., 2010, ApJ, 717, 121

The nature of HI absorbers in GRB afterglows: clues from hydrodynamic simu-
lations
Pontzen, A., Deason, A., Governato, F., Pettini, M., Wadsley, J., Quinn, T., Brooks, A.,
Bellovary, J., & Fynbo, J. , 2010, MNRAS, 402, 1523

A Large, Uniform Sample of X-Ray-emitting Active Galactic Nuclei from the
ROSAT All Sky and Sloan Digital Sky Surveys: The Data Release 5 Sample
Anderson, S. F., Margon, B., Voges, W., Plotkin, R. M., Syphers, D., Haggard, D. Collinge,
M.J., Meyer, J.M., Strauss, M.A., Agüeros, M. A., et al. 2007, AJ, 133, 313


